SAINT     AN D R E

men. Thus the workmen got a little py^ir $ne g er cent
of his total charitable disbursement. ;
Whim seemed to dictate many of his gifts. Carnegie
had just read an observation in the Scottish American:
"The gods send thread for a web begun9* when Dr. J.
S. Billings, of the New York Public Library, called with
tentative plans for the erection of sixty-eight Branch
libraries throughout the city. "Providential!" exclaimed
Carnegie, showing Dr. Billings the quotation. At once
he pledged the largest individual gift in the city's his-
tory, $5,200,000. The city furnished the sites, agreed
to pay yearly ten per cent of the cost of the buildings,
or $520,000, for maintenance, and promised to attach
Carnegie's name to each building in perpetuity. Upon
these identical conditions Carnegie built 2811 free pub-
lic libraries, at a cost of $60,364,808.75, throughout the
English speaking world.
Carnegie stamped his library system upon a continent.
More than fifty million persons, it is estimated, now
use Carnegie libraries. The libraries touched the warm-
est facets of Carnegie's nature. Once he wrote:
I think I am doing a lot for the morality of the
country through my; libraries. You know how
much of the immorality and mischief is because of
the idle hours of the boys and girls, especially in
the rural regions, where time hangs heavily on their
hands. Now they have hundreds of good books to
read and pleasant reading rooms where they can go
after school or after working hours.
Sometimes I like to sit here in the quiet about this
time (five o'clock in the afternoon) and picture
the thousands of schoolboys sitting in those read-
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